
	

	

																																
 
 
 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of The University of Western 
Australia Choral Society held on Wednesday 22 June 2022 in Winthrop 
Hall, University of Western Australia  

1. Welcome and Apologies  

The President, Tim Mason, opened the meeting at 8.50pm, welcomed 68 
members of the Society and noted that there was a quorum.  

The President began by acknowledging the traditional owners of the place at 
which we meet tonight, the Noongar people of the Wadjuk Nation. 

Apologies were received from Margaret Benness, June Bremner, Judy Reid, 
Bronwen Channon, Sally Grice, Helen Dean, Chris Jefferies, Norah Kalenjais, 
Helené Rodari, Megan Ellis, Christine Pemberton, Jo Webb, Di Sievwright, 
Joan Doepel, Faye Williams, Mary Nolan, Jennifer van de Hoek and Nola 
Earnshaw 

2. Minutes of 2021 Annual General Meeting  

There being no objection to the minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 
on 16 June 2021, which had previously been circulated to members, being 
taken as read, the meeting resolved to confirm those minutes (moved Jan 
Kirkman, seconded Jeremy Price).  

3. Report of the President for the period since the previous Annual 
General Meeting  

A written Report of the President, Tim Mason, had previously been circulated 
to members. The report is reproduced at the end of these minutes.  

The meeting resolved to receive the President’s report (moved Marie Martin, 
seconded Meredith Lane).  

4. Report of the Conductor for the period since the previous Annual 
General Meeting  

The Conductor, Kris Bowtell, presented his report to the meeting. 

Kris began by saying that it was an honour and a privilege to work with the 
Society. His intention was to continue to strengthen the choir musically. In 



	

	

terms of repertoire selection, he aimed to continue programming large choral/ 
orchestral works, which are at the heart of what it means to be a symphonic 
choir. Those works would continue to be complemented by Australian music, 
contemporary music, and music by female composers. 

Kris said that he appreciated the fact that the choir members had stepped up 
to his challenges despite the difficulties due to Covid – particularly mask 
wearing and distancing. 

The meeting resolved to receive the Conductor’s report (moved Debra-Anne 
Forbes, seconded David Maynier). 

5. Annual accounts  

The annual accounts for the year ended 31 December 2021 had previously 
been circulated to members. The President advised the meeting that the 
Treasurer, Sally Grice, was unable to be present. However, if there were any 
questions relating to the accounts, she would be happy to answer them in 
person or by email. 

The President reported that the annual accounts had been audited without 
qualification and read part of a letter from Nexia Perth Audit Services Pty Ltd 
dated 22 June 2022 to that effect. He advised that the whole letter would be 
circulated to members subsequently. 

The meeting resolved to receive the annual accounts for the year ended 31 
December 2021(moved Margaret Wood, seconded Andrew Reavell). Jan 
Kirkman then reminded the members present that 2021 had been a financially 
difficult year for the Society and that the Committee had committed to making 
every effort to keep costs down in 2022. She was pleased to report that, with 
a credit balance of $190.000, the Society was currently in a healthy position.  

6. Patron  

The President advised the meeting that it was necessary for it to ratify the 
appointment of the Patron proposed by the Committee. It had proposed that 
the Hon. Robert French AC, Chancellor of the University of Western Australia, 
be re-appointed as Patron of the Society for the period to the date of the next 
Annual General Meeting.  

The meeting resolved to ratify the re-appointment of the Hon. Robert French 
AC as Patron of the Society for the period to the date of the next Annual 
General Meeting (moved Sabbia Tilli, seconded Debra-Anne Forbes).   



	

	

7. Report of the Secretary on the election of the Executive and Ordinary 
Committee members of the Society  

The Secretary, Colette James, gave the following report on the election of the 
Executive and Ordinary Committee Member positions comprising the 
Committee of the Society.  

The following nominations were received for the election of the five UWACS 
Executive positions and the six Ordinary Committee Member positions for the 
UWACS Committee for the period to the end of the next AGM:   

Position  Nominee  

President  Tim Mason  

Vice-President  No nomination received  

Secretary  
  

No nomination received 
  

Treasurer  Sally Grice  

Registrar  Colette James  

Committee Member  Bill Carr  

Committee Member  Eunita Collins 

Committee Member  Andrew Reavell  

Committee Member  Debra-Anne Forbes  

Committee Member  
  

Joanne Hart  
  

Committee Member  
  

Jenny Quek  
  

No further nominations were received, and the above  members, all being 
eligible for election, are therefore under the Society’s constitution deemed 
elected.  

The meeting resolved to receive the Secretary’s report on the election of 
Executive and Ordinary Committee Member positions for the period to the 
date of the next Annual General Meeting (moved Jan Kirkman, seconded 
Marie Martin.)   

The President then advised the members that the Society’s constitution 
provides that, if no nomination is received for any office or position, it may be 



	

	

filled by resolution at the Annual General Meeting. He asked whether there 
was a nomination from the floor for the position of Vice-President. 

Debra-Anne Forbes nominated Jeremy Price (seconded David Maynier) 
Jeremy accepted the nomination for the position of Vice-President. There 
being no other nominations, the meeting resolved that he be appointed to that 
position. 

The President then asked whether there was a nomination from the floor for 
the position of Secretary. Jan Kirkman nominated Christine Marcinowski 
(seconded Marie Martin) Christine accepted the nomination for the position of 
Secretary. There being no other nominations, the meeting resolved that he be 
appointed to that position. 

8. Appointment of Auditor  

The President advised the meeting that the Society’s Constitution required an 
Auditor to be appointed at the Annual General Meeting. However, the 
Committee was not in a position to propose the appointment of an Auditor at 
that stage. A Special General Meeting would be called in due course, at which 
time a proposal with regard to the appointment until the date of the next 
Annual General Meeting would be considered.  

9. Special General business  

The President advised the members that no notice of any Special General 
Business has been given.  

However, the President advised the meeting that the winners of the Society’s 
2021 prizes awarded to students at the UWA Conservatorium of Music had 
been Alex Lim Wallace and Oliver James Broun, both of whom had been 
formally congratulated. 

The President then took the opportunity to thank departing Committee 
members Jan Kirkman and Julie Campbell, who had both given seven years 
of service to the Society (being the maximum permitted under the constitution) 
Each of them was presented with a framed certificate of appreciation and a 
gift of wine. 

10. Close  

The President thanked those present for their attendance and closed the 
meeting at 9.08pm. 



	

	

PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO THE 2022 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

I am pleased to provide this report on the activities of the Society since the last AGM on 16 

June 2021. 

May I firstly acknowledge the fine work of my predecessor as President, Jan Kirkman. That 
work and her support of me made possible a relatively seamless transition. 

Once again, the spectre of Covid-19 has been ever present – although more a threat than a 

reality until recent times. Unlike some other choirs, we have been spared mass attacks of the 

virus. That was partly due to restrictions imposed by the Committee (with the support of the 

choristers) at the start of this year - particularly mandated vaccinations, distancing at 

rehearsals (which has significantly affected the social aspect of attendance) and the 

requirement to wear masks (not ideal for singing). That protocol has, however, required a lot 

of time and effort – especially for Jan, in her post-Presidential position of Registrar. It has also 
required patience, tolerance and putting up with inconvenience on the part of our members, 

for which I and the Committee are most grateful. 

Although the music has sometimes seemed to take second place to health and welfare, I 

nevertheless believe that the last year has been a successful one in that context. In 

September 2021, as part of the Society’s 90th birthday celebrations, we presented Mozart’s 

Mass in C Minor in Winthrop Hall – a magnificent and stirring work enjoyed by the singers and 

audience alike. Also on the programme was a work by the Australian composer, Elena Kats-
Chernin, first performed in 2014. Although somewhat challenging for the choir, it was an 

engaging piece that was an audience-pleaser and something different to our usual repertoire. 

Our final concert for the year, just before Christmas, called In Terra Pax, featured a haunting 

work of that name by English composer Gerald Finzi, preceded by JS Bach’s glorious and 

much-loved Magnificat in D Major and some well-chosen carols. After the concert, many 

members of the choir and of the audience enjoyed a picnic on the lawn outside Winthrop Hall, 

which has become somewhat of a tradition in recent years. 

Our 2022 concert programme commenced with a performance of Sir Karl Jenkins’ The Armed 

Man at the end of April. It was intended to commemorate Anzac Day, but was made even 

more poignant by the ongoing war in Ukraine. The concert was a collaboration between 

UWACS, Fremantle Symphony Orchestra (whose musical director, David Pye, was the 

composer of the other work performed, Threnody) and the Aquinas College Schola 

Cantorum. The performance was very successful and there was a great deal of positive 

feedback from audience members. 



	

	

Rehearsals are currently under way for a concert of French music at St Mary’s Cathedral in 

August, including Gabriel Fauré’s sublime Requiem in D Minor. A performance of JS Bach’s 

Christmas Oratorio in association with Australian Baroque will follow in December. 

The Society’s 90th birthday was marked by a “cocktail” party in November in the lovely 
surroundings of the St George’s College quadrangle. The eating and drinking were suitably 

interrupted by a musical offering by the members present under Kris Bowtell’s leadership, a 

brief address by our very supportive Patron, Hon Robert French AC (the Chancellor of the 

University of WA), and a video presentation put together by our splendid Archivist, Megan 

Barrett-Lennard, with the help of Paul Williams (the husband of our member Ruth) - including 

much historical material, both musical and visual, who gave a most entertaining and 

informative introduction. That video can be viewed on our website. 

Apart from dealing with the ever-changing Covid situation, the Committee has been kept busy 
with such things as planning for concerts, developing a risk management plan, updating 

various membership forms, drafting an operational plan for 2022, considering enhancements 

to the website and updating the duty statements for Committee roles. One task for the new 

Committee will be to replace or extend the Society’s 2020-22 strategic plan. 

The Society is very fortunate to have such an engaging and talented Conductor as Kris 

Bowtell. He contributes in many ways, apart from taking rehearsals and conducting 

performances, and is always happy to give advice and make suggestions. I am pleased to 

advise that his term has been extended for another year from 1 January 2023 and he is in the 
process of considering what works we might perform next year. Our brilliant and indefatigable 

accompanist, Irene Shaw, has also agreed to continue for another year, for which we are 

most grateful.  

I would like to thank my fellow Committee members for their hard work and commitment to 

the Society – especially the Executive: Sally Grice, Vice-President (who has also acted as 

Treasurer following Angus Holmes’ resignation late last year – as well as managing the 

ticketing and publicity liaison roles); Colette James, Secretary (who has, in addition, 
organised events – particularly the 90th anniversary party, which required a lot of time and 

effort on her part); and Jan Kirkman, Registrar (who has been responsible for enforcing our 

Covid-19 protocol, as well as dealing with everything concerned with membership). Jan and 

Julie Campbell have both completed seven years on the Committee (the maximum 

permissible time).  Jan has successively been Vice-President, Acting President, President 

and Registrar. Julie has occupied the demanding roles of Librarian and Registrar. Our 

grateful thanks are due to both of them. 

I do not intend to single out other Committee members for mention, but they have all done a 
fantastic job and given me great support! Recruiting new Committee members is never easy, 

but it is essential that we have people that can take on the necessary roles required for the 



	

	

Society and the choir to function efficiently and provide leadership in the future. I do urge you 

to consider putting your name forward for Committee membership next year, if you have been 

a member for a while and have not served on it previously. 

Of course, it is not only Committee members who contribute. I have already mentioned our 
Archivist, Megan Barrett-Lennard, who puts so much energy into that role and has kindly 

agreed to carry on in the role for another year. Peter Kerr continues to supply rehearsal CDs 

and Midi/MP3 files on the website for each of our performances. The Choral Stewards 

perform an invaluable role in keeping in contact with the members of their section and liaising 

with the Registrar. There are many others that provide help when it is required. As a not-for 

profit organisation, we rely on volunteers to keep the Society going. 

I conclude this report by thanking all members for their ongoing contribution to the success of 

the Society – musically and in many other ways. It depends on you for its existence and 
future prosperity! 

Tim Mason 

22 June 2022 

 

	
	


